Rev P Kloosterman

Did Joshua Fight the Battle of Jericho?

Joshua 6

Beloved congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The conflict that we hear in our text is a conflict that continues today.  Israel’s conquest of Palestine is a battle which continues.  Now as I say that, don’t think of the violence that continually erupts in the region of the Middle East.  The conquest, Israel’s conquest of Palestine is a battle that we are waging.  For this battle that we are looking at in Israel’s conquest of Jericho is not first of all a political struggle.  It’s not two nations fighting against each other.  Nor is it an ethnic conflict against two races.  What we are talking about is the battle of revealed religion, the truth of Scripture, the right service of God against all the other religions of the world.  That is the battle that continues today. This text, Joshua 6, is just a microcosm, which is a real small picture of Christ’s conquest; His going forward in the conquest of His enemies.  As we consider that today, we will see how the Lord leads His people in the conquest of His enemies.  We will consider three points.  

· First, whose battle is it? 

·  Secondly, what methods will be used

· Thirdly, appreciating the victory.

First of all, whose battle is it?  

This is the same question that I’ve used in the title for this evening’s message.  Did Joshua fight the battle of Jericho?  Boys and girls, maybe you have heard this song, “Joshua fought the battle of Jericho”.  

“You can talk about your man of Gideon; you can talk about your man named Saul, but Joshua, there’s nothing like good ole Joshua and the battle of Jericho”.  

Did Joshua fight it?  Oh yes, he did.  But he did so, and we need to be careful here, he did so not as a mighty man of war.  He fought this battle valiantly as the servant of God.

What is so important to remember in this battle? Before we talk about Joshua and the battle of Jericho, we need to remember what we have heard already in Joshua chapter 5.  The angel of the Lord comes to Joshua and says, “Now, this is my battle that you are engaged in.”  The Lord prepared Joshua just as he prepares us with his revelation of His holy character. He summons Joshua and us to stand in awe of who He is as a holy God. To remember that we are His servants and He is the Master.  This is His battle.  This conquest is the Lord’s work.  Joshua, for all that he accomplished, for all the fame that he received, we need to remember that he is a servant of the Lord God Almighty.  He is the One who has summoned us.  Israel is the instrument that the Lord is using to bring judgement upon these people.  He had prophesied this earlier to Abraham.  Four hundred years earlier, God had said I will give your children this land, but you must wait until it’s the Lord’s time.  This we need to recognize as well.  This is our calling as the church of Jesus Christ to reflect upon whose battle it is that we are engaged in; to remember whose battle we are fighting.  It’s the battle of the Lord Jesus Christ.  A battle that He has sealed the victory with His death and resurrection.  The battle that we engage in is not our own.  The battle that you have been summoned to as God’s people is not a fight that you have adopted; it is a fight that He has placed you in.  It is not an option; it’s a necessary service. 

 We have been inducted into this. It is a battle that continues today against the devil and all his forces; against our three sworn enemies.  Against the devil, the world, and in our own flesh as well.  This is the Lord’s battle that He has called you to, to wage war against the devil.  Oh certainly, he has bound him according to Revelation 20 and yet he continues to do his utmost.  He prowls around like a raging lion seeking whom he might devour, masquerading as the angel of light. Trying to get us to forego our allegiance to the supreme commander, our Lord Jesus Christ. We need to face this battle against the world and all of its lure, with all of its desire. We need to face this battle even within our own hearts.  Against that old fleshly nature, the old way of doing things, we need to wage it there.  We must be careful here. We need to remember what was going on with Joshua, recognizing that this is the Lord’s battle.  We need to recognize that this is a battle that we will not win if we simply just add God’s help as the icing on the cake.  This is the  shocking answer of the angel of the Lord as Joshua questioned him.  Are you for us or against us?  Let us be careful in engaging in this battle.  It is the Lord’s battle.  It is a battle which only He can win.   Are you willing in this contest to lay everything at the foot of the Master?  To yield everything to the Lord Jesus Christ.  To completely surrender to Him as Lord.  It is His battle; He has won it.  He is on the victory march.  Be aware! It is a summons for you to surrender your personal battle and join the Lord in His. 

This will be apparent, secondly, in the methods that are used.  In the methods of conquest that the Lord has given for the victory over the enemy.  That is what we look at next as we come to our text.  Verse 1 reminds us of the impossibility of the task that faces Israel.  I will read it once again. “Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the sons of Israel.  No one went out and no one came in.”  The emphasis is upon how daunting the task is that lays before him.  It is completely sealed, walls impermeable to all manner of destruction.  .  it is recorded for us as Joshua sees it from the outside. We need to recognize that there is only one method for victory.  The fact is, this is the Lord’s battle, His conquest; not Israel’s first and foremost.  They were used in this; most definitely.  Joshua is affected by this; yes indeed.  But this is the Lord’s battle and that means that they must use His methods because He is the Lord God Almighty.  He is the One who is able to bring down these strongholds and He alone.  

As we consider this method which demonstrates Israel’s relationship with the Lord, notice how it shows for us the attributes of God.  First of all it shows us his sovereign power.  No one else was able to accomplish this up until this point in time.  Jericho lived securely, sealed within their city gates and in their city walls.  God is in control, the One who has all power. That is going to be demonstrated in the way Israel prevails in this victory.  Isn’t that amazing!  What we are to show about our God is the wonder of His power; He is able to subdue even the most rebellious of hearts.  Even the most cantankerous of individuals He can bring to their knees in submission to Him.  He can overcome His enemies because He has all power and our use of His methods must demonstrate that reality.  It’s not by our ingenuity, not by our clever war machinery, but it’s in complete dependence upon the sovereign power of our Lord that we will see the enemies destroyed.  

There’s more: it shows us the ever-present presence  of God.  Israel walked around with the ark accompanying them. The Lord was with them the whole way. 

We also see the justice of God as He calls them to devote everything to the ban; complete destruction and annihilation for the sake of His glory and His honour. For the sake of His justice because He is coming to bring retribution.  God shows His patience as He waits from the time of promise to Abraham over 400 years till this time of retribution through Israel.  He said to Abraham, “The sin of the Amorites, the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet full.”  His judgement was not coming upon them for another 400 years. When it did, it would come upon them justly.  Justly for their transgression against the true and the living God.  

The destruction of Jerichoalso demonstrates His holiness.  As we have a look at this, just like the crossing of the Jordan River, we see the centrality of the ark of the covenant of God.  A reflection of all of the presence of God and of all of His mercy and all of His grace and all of His splendour.  It is right there at the centre of the occasion.  There is the centrality of God’s activity as He reminds Israel that He is the One who will destroy His enemies and Israel is used as an instrument to accomplish that.  We see God’s activity, but do you see the passivity of the people?  They seem to simply be going along for the ride.  Oh, they need to go along by faith and I’m not suggesting that they were indifferent to this.  They needed to trust and they needed to believe.   They needed to walk around that city and deal with the mockery of those standing on the walls.  What do you guys hope to accomplish?  Six days walking around this city.  What sort of power is this?   it seems useless, pointless.  Religious nuts; that’s what these are walking around the city.  What kind of God is this that you serve?  But Israel has a significant history; a very strong and solid history.  The same way that Israel is delivered across the Jordan and brought into the Promised Land is the same way that the Lord’s enemies will be defeated.  Isn’t that a remarkable truth!  We’ve considered that; the way that God delivers His people.  The way that He saves you and me by the power of His grace.  The way He brings regeneration is also the way that He brings sanctification.  He is at work, and the people need to recieve that work by faith. 

The way He brought Israel into the Promised Land is the same way that they will continue in the conquest of that Promised Land.  That will only be by the power, the fellowship and the presence and the holiness of their God.  Joshua summons them to shout.  On that last day on which the walls are going to come tumbling down he says to them, “Shout! Shout for the Lord has given you the city.  Shout! Let praise ring from your lips.  Shout and cry out because of the character of your God.  Israel’s shout is not what defeats the city.  It’s the declaration of Jericho’s defeat.  Shout because no enemy can stand against this Lord God Almighty.  This is what the enemy would see as well.  Think about the procession.  Men of war walking in columns going around the city.  Men of war, they’re powerful warriors, but they are completely silent as they go.  All you could hear was the tramp of their feet.  They were commanded not to utter a word from their lips.  No taunting.  No arrogant boasting.  Jericho you just wait, you’re going to get your due.  No.  Silence.  But then in the centre, there is the ark of the Covenant.  Men of war in front and men of war behind and just in front of that are the priests blowing their horns.  All the attention is focussed on this one truth; not only for Israel, not only for these warriors who are walking around the city,    But for the enemies of Israel as well, for those who are locked up in the city. Pay attention to the ark,This is the Lord’s battle.  He will give the victory.  It is His way by which they will accomplish this defeat.  By His method: walking around the city on the seventh day seven times, sounding the trumpet, Israel praising with shouts of acclamation. The wonder of the Lord’s victory!the walls fall flat and all are destroyed with that.  It’s the Lord’s battle, not Israel’s to be won by their ingenuity.

Brothers and sisters, we need to see that this applies today as well.  If the battle continues today; if it continues to wage against the devil and the world, and even in your own hearts, what method would you use?  What method are you using to defeat the enemies?  The Lord has given us that method.  How will you defeat those enemies which you face on a daily basis?  How often our focus is distracted from this being the Lord’s battle, from it being His contest, from it being His struggle to it being ours.  What do we have to do to accomplish this?  You see our focus is turned to our swords or the marching men around us rather than focusing upon the Ark of the Covenant and the work of Jesus Christ.  How will you defeat your enemies which you face on a daily basis?  Hear that question.  How will you defeat them?  Even that is to be distracted from the reality.    You won’t.   You won’t .   Does that mean that we have to give up?  Are we without hope?  Not at all.  We won’t defeat our enemies.  It’s not our battle.   But the Lord will defeat His enemies just as He did in Jericho.  The Lord will accomplish this task.  In fact we must shout.  That’s what our worship is all about.  Let us shout because the Lord has defeated our enemies.  Let us shout and praise His Name with acclamation for the power, for the majesty, for the justice, for the holiness, for the patience and for the grace of the Lord in conquering His enemies.  The Lord has conquered His enemies, but how?  How again is the question?  It wasn’t the Ark or the holy land. The wonder of living in the new covenant is that He defeats His enemies with the power of His presence in the Word and the Spirit.  The Lord comes to us with the Word and with the Spirit and says, “Now, you will surrender or you will come under judgement.” As the church of the Lord Jesus Christ we have the battle plan.  We have been commissioned in the same way that Israel was called and the world says it’s foolishness.  The preaching of Christ is foolishness to those who are perishing; it’s the smell of death to those who are dying, but for those who are living it is the savour of life.  To those who know and who believe and who trust;  those who follow in that procession can see that there’s life and there’s victory and there’s wholeness and there’s defeat for the enemies.  We have a battle plan.  Brothers and sisters, we need to be aware of that.  It might not seem that ingenious, but it summons the same faith that is called for by the people of God in the time of Joshua as it is today. 

 The sort of war that we are engaged in is a war of ideas.  It seems like the universities are strongholds that can’t be overcome, the media is a stronghold that won’t portray any positive reality about the work of Jesus Christ, all is set against the teaching of the church.  Today the idols that people are committing themselves to aren’t the idols of Baal and Asherah as it was in Jericho.  No, the idols of our day are the idols of ideas.  Thoughts that creep into the heads; allegiance that is summoned to all these ideas that are designed to undermine the authority of God’s Word. That counter this authority with a lie of the devil, “Has God really said?” You need to face this conquest.  But it’s not your battle; it’s the Lord’s battle and He summons you to use His method.  Listen to this method.  If you would like to follow along with me, it is found in 2 Corinthians chapter 10.  Paul recognized that he faced the same conquest as Joshua did in Jericho; that it wasn’t his, it was the Lord’s conquest that He had commissioned him to.  Earlier in 1 Corinthians 1 he had spoken about the foolishness of preaching Christ.  The Jews were looking for signs and the Greeks were seeking wisdom and he says, “that’s all just foolishness; preach Christ and Him crucified.”  Then he goes on and he speaks about the battle method that we are engaged in.  Notice what he says in verse 3.  “For though we walk in the flesh”; that’s the reality that we live in.  We live surrounded by so many fleshly ways, so many appeals for human reliance or reliance upon man.  Paul says we’re right in the midst of it, “yet though we are in the flesh we do not war according to the flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh BUT divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.”  Jericho, the media, the universities, the ads that distract us from serving the Lord, are waging war against your soul.  God says here in His Word, “the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but are divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.”  So what are they?  “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience whenever your obedience is complete.”  God has given us His truth; the knowledge of God – theology, doctrine, sound biblical true teaching to captivate our minds, to hold us safe and to give us the truth to conquer our enemies.  There are things raised up against the knowledge of God which our world is waging against us and how do we prevail?  Through teaching and understanding God’s Word and how it relates the wonder of who He is in knowing Him and the pursuit of that knowledge.  That’s the method that we use.  Be engaged in the study of His Word.  But there is more.  Taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ; yielding and surrendering our novel ideas to the work of Jesus Christ. Using the truth Jesus taught in John 8, “If you continue in My Word, then you are truly my disciples.”  You have a mark upon you.  You’re in this conflict.  You are truly disciples of mine.  You know what He promises in light of that?  Here’s the wonder; here’s the conquest of vain speculations and fortresses of our days. “And you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”  What a promise.  God saves through His word and this is the method that He continues to use. He uses the preaching of the gospel and the sacraments to overcome His enemies.   That’s God’s method.  We need to commit to the Lord’s battle, to trust His methods and to be satisfied with that.  As we’ve been working through the Heidelberg Catechism, we looked at the sacraments, and we said those are the means: preaching of the Word and the confirmation that comes through the sacraments.  Those are the means that God has given.  That’s the method He has promised to use to help us in our relationship with Him; to hold us in that relationship with Him; to bring others in.  Do we trust Him?  Right there in the centrality of it all is the work of Jesus Christ.  God says, “ I’ll set you free; I’ll liberate you.” What a way to attack the strongholds.  But it’s regarded by the world, it’s regarded today even by some Christians as foolish. as walking around Jericho seven days a week.  But for us it is the power and wisdom of God by which He conquers His enemies.  So let us commit ourselves to the Lord’s battle, not ours; to His method, not ours; to His way..

And thirdly, in doing so we will begin to understand and appreciate the victory.  When you know whose battle it is and the central focus on Christ’s work, as the method of gaining the victory, you begin to understand.  You go back to Joshua 6.  Once again there’s one of those amazing interruptions.  You begin to get the point of these interruptions.  The author, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, doesn’t want you to miss the point; doesn’t want you to quickly read through this and simply accumulate the facts and say, “Oh yeah, here’s all the facts,” and read through it as a simple history lesson.  No, there’s some significant revelation about the work of Jesus Christ; the power of God in delivering His enemies.  Look at verse 16.  It’s going through the history of how they’re walking around the city and then it comes to the seventh day.  On the seventh day when the priest blew the trumpet, Joshua said to the people, “Shout for the Lord has given you the city”. Right there is the reality of everything that’s taking place; but then he interjects verse 17 through verse 19.  Now just look at verse 20 you will see it there.  Here continue the facts as they are unfolded.  Verse 20, “So the people shouted and the priests blew the trumpet.” You see, there is the continuing flow of history but 17 to 19 is an interjection.  Wait a minute the author says.  Hold on.  Before we see all these events taking place the city shall be under the ban.  There’s certain destruction for the enemies.  We’ll consider more of that next week in chapter 7.  But then, there’s Rahab.  Only Rahab the harlot and all who were with her in the house shall live.  This wasn’t taking place on the battlefield.  This is a recounting of the whole story as it unfolds and the author can’t stop.  He’s right in the midst of the battle with all the intensity.  Maybe you’ve been to those movies where there’s a significant battle going on and you see it and you’re on the edge of your seat.  And then the film stops.  Well that’s happening literally here.   It’s a commercial break, but it’s a significant commercial.  This is the gospel.  Here’s Rahab.  And not Rahab the queen; Rahab the harlot.  Joshua doesn’t even use her name.  Verse 22, “Go into the harlot’s house”.  It’s the character of God’s kingdom.  It’s the wonder of God’s victory.  The spoils of Christ’s victory are the treasures of grace.  What are they allowed to keep out of this entire city that’s devoted to the Lord?  Rahab and her  family .  Everything else was dedicated to God.  But in the midst of Israel there was Rahab.  Wow.  In the midst of the church there’s you and me with all of our struggles, with all of our trials.  There’s God’s grace as a testimony of the wonder of His work.  There’s the victory demonstrated in our lives.  And while we’ve struggled with sin and maybe we’ve surrendered in the past week and it’s been an ongoing struggle and we can’t seem to get over it, yet in Christ we’re cleansed.  In Christ we’re purified; we’re a trophy of grace.  There are so many skeletons in our closet.  So many times we’ve been overwhelmed by the reality of our sin.  Let us go again and heed and hear in the midst of the battle, let’s not overlook the Rahabs.  In the midst of this warfare let’s not pretend that there are not people involved; there are.  People like Rahab, sinners, brought in by God’s grace as a testimony of His ongoing victory. Even enemies and aliens and strangers are able to be reconciled with God and have a place here in God’s house among God’s people.  And while the people are passive, they’re not sitting on the sidelines.  They go out and they conquer the city.  

The reminder of this ban, we’ll consider more of its detail later, but the reminder is that you are either with the Lord or against Him.  This chapter is really the counterbalance.  The question is not Lord, are you with us or for us?  The question is for you.  Are you with the Lord or against Him?  Are you with Him?  Or against Him?  Is there a battle taking place in your life, or have you surrendered to the enemy?  There’s Rahab right in the centre; the one who receives naming in this text.  She’s brought into Isreal and lives; lives amongst the people of God to this day.  Amazing grace in this victory.  It’s not by might, it’s not by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord.  His grace is able to overcome the fortresses.  The work of Jesus Christ is able to subdue the most vile, hateful, hurtful enemy. 

 At the conclusion of our text Joshua made them take an oath.  He made God’s people take an oath.  “Cursed before the Lord is the man who rises up and builds the city of Jericho.“ Everything that is against the Lord will be destroyed. That calls for our allegiance not to follow the world’s way.  Jericho was in a significant military spot.  That’s not unimportant for us.  Jericho was the gateway to the Promised Land.  Because of the layout of the land, if anyone was coming into the Promised Land they would have to go past Jericho.  And how will the people live securely in the Promised Land?  What will be their protection?  The temptation would always be there. In fact it was acted upon later in Israel’s history with evil King Ahab.  when you forego the protection and the battle of the Lord; when you forego dependence upon Him, the temptation is to build a fortress there because that would make the most common sense.  That’s not how we live.  Do you see how our appeal to common sense can be contrary to living with the doctrine of God and under His dominion?  The same way they entered the Promised Land, the same way they are given the victory in dependence upon the Lord, in recognition of His work, using His method by faith in His grace would be the same way that they would continue to thrive and to live in that promised land in humble submission to the one true God. It’s His battle and it’s His method and it’s His victory that we are to see by faith.  So let us commit to this.  Not our ways, but the Lord’s ways; not our battle but the Lord’s battle; not our victories but His by grace.  May the fame of our Lord’s work in our midst spread through our land.  Amen.

